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again they were by no means certain whether they were " filling up
the cup," as they consoled themselves by hoping, or " ploughing
the sands" as their opponents said confidently. They had no better
fortune with the interminable Education question, which again
occupied a large part of the session. Nonconformists were more
than ever aggrieved after the rejection of the Bill of 1906 ; " passive
resisters " all over the country were refusing to pay rates for Voluntary
schools, and submitting to have their goods sold up. They declined
to believe that " the strongest Government of modern times" could
do nothing to redress their grievance. McKenna, who had succeeded
Birrell as President of the Board of Education, tried his hand soon
after Parliament assembled in February with a short Bill making
Council schools the only schools which children could be com-
pelled to attend and the only schools receiving rate-aid. Thus in
single-school parishes there were to be none but Council schools,
but in these the denominations were to have facilities for giving their
own kind of religious instruction at their own cost. The " non-
provided,'* i.e. former Voluntary schools, in other districts were to
be compensated for the loss of rate-aid by an increased Exchequer
grant which would all but cover the cost of maintenance. In effect
everything was to be paid for out of public funds except the cost
of religious teaching, and in all but the single-school districts there
would have been little alteration in the existing system. The Bill
was tabled as a basis for discussion with an intimation that it would
not be proceeded with till later in the session.
Discussion was accompanied with the heat and violence now usual
on this subject. Churchmen denounced the Bill in unmeasured terms.
The Bishop of Manchester said that" as a specimen of class legislation,
of unscrupulous rapacity, and of religious intolerance in the twentieth
century, die Bill would deserve a place in historical archives by the
side of racks, thumbscrews, boots and other engines of torture."
Balfour told the Government that it was sacrificing education
absolutely to " the violence of your religious prejudice and to the
desire to injure a Church to which you do not belong." Non-
conformists thought what was offered far too generous to the
Church, and saw the voluntary system perpetuated in all but the name
wherever there was more than one sckool. In April, McKenna
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